Feminists for Free Expression (FFE) is a group of diverse feminists working to preserve the individual’s right to see, hear, and produce materials of her choice without the intervention of the state “for her own good.”

     FFE believes freedom of expression is especially important for women’s rights. While messages reflecting sexism pervade our culture in many forms, sexual and nonsexual, suppression of such material will neither reduce harm to women nor further women’s goals.

    Censorship traditionally been used to silence women and stifle feminist social change. It never has reduced violence; it has led to the imprisonment of birth control advocate Margaret Sanger and the suppression of such works as The New Our Bodies, Ourselves, the lesbian novel The Well of Loneliness, and the feminist plays of Holly Hughes.

    There is no feminist code about which words and images are dangerous or sexist. Genuine feminism encourages individuals to choose for themselves. A free and vigorous marketplace of ideas is the best guarantee of democratic self-government and a feminist future.

Feminists for Free Expression, a not-for-profit organization, was founded in January 1992 in response to the many efforts to solve society’s problems by book, movie or music banning. FFE believes such efforts divert attention from the substantive causes of social ills and offer a cosmetic, dangerous “quick fix”

   FFE ( provides a leading voice opposing state and national legislation that threatens free speech ( defends the right to free expression in court cases, including those before the Supreme Court  ( supports the rights of artists whose works have been suppressed or censored, ( provides expert speakers to universities, law schools and the media throughout the country. FFE is a founding member of the Rushdie Defense Committee USA and maintains an electonic forum about censorship through Saturday Review Online, which operates on America Online.

To identify censorship concerns that require FFE’s attention, many of the group’s prominent supporters serve on the Advisory Board, whose members include:

Dorothy Allison                  Judith Krug               

Penny Arcade                    Joan Nestle

Karen DeCrow                    Reno

Nora Ephron                       Nadine Strossen

Nancy Friday                      Holly Hughes

Betty Friedan                      Susan Isaacs

Dell Williams 

The Board of Directors monitors and organizes opposition to national, sate and local legislation and executive branch orders that establish censorship. The Board’s members include: Jamye Waxman, President; Marilyn Fitterman, Vice President, Abby Weintraub, Secretary, Cassandra Abodeely, J.D., Treasurer, Ann Beeson, J.D., Kate Bornstein, Barbara Carrellas, Miranda Doming-Krush, Mary D. Dorman, J.D.,  Sandy Rapp, Candida Royalle, and Veronica Vera.

Legal Committee Members include:

Amy Adler, NYU School of Law; Jeanne Baker, Baker & Moskowitz; Ann Beeson, ACLU (Co-Chair); Cathy Crosson, Weston, Sarno, Garrou & Dewitt; Mary D. Dorman, J.D. (Co-Chair); Harriette Dorsen, Bantam Doubleday Dell, Marjorie Heins, NCAC; Wendy Kaminer, Radcliffe College; Jody Kelly. Jenner & Block; Nadine Strossen, President, ACLU.

 For more information, contact FFE at

2525 Times Square Station

New York, NY 10108-2525

Phone/fax: (718) 651-1232

E-mail: freedom @well.com

FFE Web Site: http://www.ffeusa.org

The Speakers Network members go to television and radio programs, universities and law schools, and community and professional organizations across the country to speak about feminism and censorship. Speakers include:

Ann Beeson, J.D., ACLU

Patti O. Britton, Ph.D., Sexologist

Cathy E. Crosson, Attorney

Karen DeCrow, Past President, NOW

Rene Denfeld, Author

Betty Dodson, Author and Sex Educator

Barbara Dority, Washington Coalition Against Censorship

Marilyn Fitterman, Past President, NOW NY

Marjorie Heins, NCAC

Wendy Kaminer, Radcliffe College

Gloria Leonard, Former Director, Adult Video Association

Nan Levinson, Writer and Teacher

Bobby Lilly, Cal-ACT

Marcia Pally, Author

Carol A. Queen, Author and Sexuality Educator

Sandy Rapp, Author

Candida Royalle, Femme Productions, Inc.

Annie Sprinkle, Ph.D., Multi-Media Artist, Sexuality Teacher

Nadine Strossen, President, ACLU

Sallie Tisdale, Author

Linda Williams, Author and Filmmaker

(I nists for Free Expression 1992, 1997

Feminists for Free Expression has as Internal Revenue Service

501©(3) tax-exempt status

Murray L. French, Intellectual Property Counsel

JOIN US!

I’m joining Feminists for Free Expression in the fight against censorship. Enclosed are my rax deductible annual dues.

(  Member - $35

(  Couple/Family Member - $60

(  Supporting Member -$100

(  Patron - $250

(  Limited Income/Student Member- $10

Name______________________________

Address____________________________

City_______________________________

State_____________ zip_______________

Phone_____________________________

Fax________________________________

E-Mail_____________________________

Please make checks payable to FFE
and send to

Feminists for Free Expression

2525 Times Square Station

New York, NY 10108-2525

Phone/Fax (718) 651-1232

E-Mail: freedom@well.com
Web Site:

http://www.ffeusa.org
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To suppress free speech

In the name of

Protecting women

Is dangerous and wrong

-Betty Friedan






